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THE KINGDOMS OF EUROPE. 


(Continued from page 11 ) 
to have continued only a little time, seeing that their authority did not 
endure above 70 years. The relative duration of the Seven Heads of 
the Roman Beast may be thus stated, according to the most credible tes- 
timony of profane historians. The first five heads continued about 726 
years, the sixth, 501, and the seventh about 70 years; making altoge- 
ther 1297 years. 

* And the beast,’’ of whom it shall be said hereafter, he was, but is not, 
“ he is the Eighth, and is of the seven, but goes to destruction.” 

This explains very definitely the Angel's meaning, when he said, the 
“ Beast, who was, and is not, yet is..’ As we have seen, Tue Aposracy, 
headed up in the Pope, had not been revealed in any of the seven heads cr 
forms of government up to the year 544; so, seeing that there has been 
no other form of supreme authority in Rome since that time save the 
Pope’s, the Papacy, being eighth in the order of succession, must be the 
Beastly power that in the Apostle’s day was embodied and secretly work- 
ing in the very heart of the Roman Power, but could not be developed 
as a Supreme Authority, until the seven previous forms, which hindered 
its manifestation, should be successively taken away. Hence, in the 
language of inspiration, we may be triumphing ina few years, over the 
annihilation of the ‘* Beast that was and is not;’? when we shall hear 
the cry of that ‘‘ mighty and loud voice, saying, It is fallen! It is fall- 
en !”—That Great City by its historians vaunted as the Eternal City— 
when Heaven, the Saints, the Apostles, and the Prophets, on whose ac- 
count God had pronounced sentence upon her, shall be exhorted to re- 
joice, and sing the song of victory ! 

But this Eighth Head of the Beast is said to partake of the character 
of the seven ; how is this to be explained? This may be done by con- 
sidering what constitutes hisauthority. History informs us. It records 
that in the days of Numa the Religious Title of Pontifex Maximus or 
Chief Pontif, was applied to the Kings or first form of Roman govern- 
ment, and afterwards exclusively appropriated by the Emperors or sixth 
Form to themselves. Hence they united in une the Headship of Charch 
and State. Rulers, whether under a dispensation of Paganism or Chris- 
tianized Paganism, have always considered religion or ‘‘ the Church” as 
it is miscalled, a pliant tool or instrument of government. Hence they 
sedulously preserved the rights of the Pagan Church as they do now 
these of the same Church under a new form. By way of acknowledge- 
ment for this state patronage and legal protection, the Pagan, Papal and 
Protestant Clergy give in their spiritual adhesion to the governments of 
the world ; upholding their acts of tyranny by ecclesiastical thunders and 
lightning and great hail. The great voices which issue from the sacred 
rostra hurl their bolts against all those, who deny that the voice of the 
clergy is the voice of , or that the edicts of their masters are divine de- 
crees- This has been the case through all ages, and well! dothe rulers of 
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the nations know the value of theservices of their Holy Allies—the Priests, 
The Roman Emperors retained the Title of Pontifex Maximus until the 
Bishop of Rome assumed it a little before the Fall of the Seventh Head 
or Gothic King Totilla, who was the last of the race. Hence, then, 
searching for the Eighth Head or Form of government in Rome, seein 
it wasto partake of the nature of the seven, we should expect to find an 
union in that head both of Imperial and Pontifical authority, which fo, 
the sake of clearness I would call the Imperio Pontifical Head. No; 
are we disappointed in this. The Roman Empire was divided into Eas. 
tern and Western about the year 395, in the reign of Arcadius. After 
this event ten Emperors reigned over the Western division, until the 
time of Augustulus, who was the last, and died A. D. 476. In 493, Odo. 
acer put an end tothe Western Empire. From this time till A. D. 544, 
Rome was in subjection, but its Bishops in alliance with the Gothic 
Kings, the last of whom, Vitiges, Belizarius led captive to Constantino. 
ple, and thus. after a battle or two more with Totillas, his successor 
whose authority was never recognized, Rome was completely subjected 
again to the Imperial authority, in 544. In the same year that Vitiges 
was carried to Constantinople, 540, the Emperor Justinian, by imperial 
decree, constituted the Bishop of Rome ‘‘ Universat Heap oF tue 
Cuvurcu.”’ About this time, ‘‘such,” says Jones, ‘‘ was the extensive 
influence of the Papal intrigues, that there were few among the Princes 
of the Western Empire, that were not virtually brought into a state of 
= to the authority of the Bishops of Rome, before the close of the 
Sifth century.” On the subversion of the Gothic Power the ‘ Universal! 
head of the Church” made a rapid stride to the consolidation of its en- 
croachments on the rights of the Laity, which was consummated about 
the year 587, under Folaater th. whose successor, the first Gregory, 
blasphemously styled the Great, commenced the series of Imperio-Pon- 
tifical Princes ; in whom have been ever since united the Imperial Autho- 
rity over Italy, called the States of the Church, and the Pontifical over 
the souls, bodies and estates of the people of benighted Christendom. A 
Head without hands or arms would be a powerless affair. Hence in all 
countries there are those who are ready to promote the Pontifical Au- 
thority in some form or other. These are the priests or clergy of ‘‘ eve- 
ry name and denomination ;” and, though some of them most violent- 
ly quarrel with their Imperio-Pontifical Mother, a common incident in 
all vicious families, they promote her grand schemes in serving them- 
selves. The dominion of the clergy, then, under one High Pontiff, is 
termed the Popedom, comprehending all major and minor, big and little, 
popes. Itis well compared to a beast, for of all tyrannies recorded in 
history, priestly or clerical despotism transcends them all. Fierce and 
blood-thirsty as was Pagan Rome, the Reverend Rulers of the Christian 
World have far surpassed her in every refinement of hypocrisy, and 
crime. But joyful are the tidings proclaimed by the inspired Messenger 
—“* the beast that was, and is not, and is of the seven, goes to destruction.” 
Let us see how this will happen. 

And the ten horns, which you saw, are ten kings, which have not yet re- 
ceived their kingdom, but they shall receive authority from the beast, as kings 
for one hour. These have one mind, and shall deliver their own power and 
authority to the beast. ‘These shall make war with the Lamb ; and the Lamb 
shali overcome them. 
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This sympol coincides with the ten-horned beast seen by Daniel as a 
representation of the fourth universal dominion which was to exist when 
the Macedonian power should be broken or subdued. The Angel told 
Daniel and John that the ten horns they saw were ten kings or king- 
doms that should arise out ofthe body of the Beast. We must look for 
these ten kingdoms among the fragments into which the Western Roman 
Empire was broken by theirruptionsofthe Northern nations. Machia- 
vel, a Papist, has given us their names. 1. The Ostrogoths, in Masia. 
2. The Visigoths in Pannonia. 3. The Suevi and Alans in Gascoign 
and Spain. 4. The Vandalsin Africa. 5. The Franks,in France. 6. 
The Burgundians, in Burgundy. 7. The Heruli and Turingi, in Italy. 
8. The Saxons and Angles, in Britain. 9. The Hunsin Hungary. 10. 
The Lombards, first upon the Danube, afterwards in Italy. These ten 
kingdoms arose between the years 355 and 527 after Christ; and as 
they established themselves, they successively and with one accord gave 
theirauthority and influence to the Pope; and, wild barbarians as they 
were, consented so to humble themselves, as to receive a confirmation of 
their titles to dominion, which they had acquired by their own valour, 
and to acknowledge that they held their crowns of His Holivess as Lord 
of Lords and King of Kings. These have not always numbered exactly 
ten kingdoms, but sometimes more or less ; but as Sir Isaac Newton ob- 
serves, ** whatever was their number afterwards, they are still called 
Tue Ten Kinepoms, from their first number.”” And we may observe, 
they always bave been and still are about ten, though they exist now 
under different names and relations to each other. They were elements, 
out of which are constituted Austria, Prussia, England, France, Spain, 
Sweden, and their dependencies, which the jealousy of these powers al- 
low to exist as petty independent states. These have all made war up- 
on the followers of Jesus, who isthe LambofGod. They have ranged 
themselves under the Banners of His Holiness, and at his command per- 
petrated the most revolting and execrable cruelties. But every combat 
shakes thestability of their thrones. Already they totter to their foun- 
dations, and reel to and fro likea drunken man. They vainly imagine 
an eternity of empire, and that their subjects are born to be ruled for the 
gratification of the divine right of their opprersors. But they have 
thrown down the gauntlet, they have made war upon the Lamb ; but 
mark !—Tse LamMB SHALL oveRcoME THEM; for he is Lord of Lords, 
and King of Kings, and those that are with him, are called, and chosen, 
and faithful. 

But glutted with slaughter, they will tire of shedding the innocent 
blood, and in the madness of guilt will turn their fury against the Impe- 
rio Pontifical Power. For,says the Angel, they shall kate the Harlot, 
and make her desolate and naked ; and they shall eat her flesh and burn 
her with fire. For God has given it into their hearts To sxecuTEe HIS 
SENTENCE, even to perform one purpose ; and to give their kingdoms to 
the beast, T1LL THE worDs or GOD BE FULFILLED. 

Here is then a definite period for the duration of the Holy Alliance 
between Church and State in all countries ; unlil, says the Prophet, the 
words of God be fulfilled. This until is parallel with that 
which relates to the treading under foot of Jerusalem ‘until the times 
of the Gentiles be fulfilled,” which consist of ‘‘a time, times, and the 
dividiny of time,” or 1260 years ; which, dating from the Heading up of 
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the new order of things under Pelagius II., A D. 587, gives us the yea; 
1847, for the dissolution of the existing ecclesiastico-gubernatorial har. 
lotry of the Nations. They shall hate the Harlot, says the Angel, and 
make her desolate and naked ; and they shall eat her flesh. History shews 
us that this was not to be a simul!aneous coalition against “ the Church,” 
but that it was to be developed gradually. Hence part of Germany 
took the lead under Luther, and at length drew the sword, waging a war 
of great fierceness and intensity asst cela el Princes against Papal 
oppression for nearly fifty years. This fact establishes the character of 
Protestantism as an anti-christian politico-religious system, a true daugh. 
ter of its Harlot Mother. England followed the example of Germany, 
though after a diferent manner. Personal pique roused the hatred of the 
despotic Henry against the Holy Father, whose dominion he overturned 
and desolated, within the realm of England. He uncovered the naked. 
ness of the Harlot Mother Church, and eat her flesh by suppressing her 
religious houses and monastic orders, confiscating her property, filling 
his treasury with her riches,and appropriating her revenues to his own 
profligate and abandoned purposes. Gorged with robbery and spoils, he 
instituted new bishoprics, endowed an hospital, and bestowed largesses 
on his favorites for the repose of his soul Out of this wholesale spolia- 
tion arose the Daughter Church of Englanil, who having renounced the 
Pope, swore allegiance to an adulterer and a murderer, whom they re- 
cognized as the Head of their Church, and Defender of the Faith! Epis- 
copalians call their church the Church of Christ ; such aclaim, however, 
can only be conceded by those who have received the mark of the beast 
on their foreheads and on their hands. Butthese ten kingdoms are not 
only to hate, desolate, and consume “‘ the Church” in its most compre- 
hensive sense, by legal enactments, but they are to make war upon lier, 
to burn her with fire, and to execute judgment upon all her clerical! or 
laic adherents. A most signal instance of this species of vengeance was 
enacted at the downfal of the French monarchy in 1793. This nation un- 
der Bonaparte effected much towards the ruin of “‘the Church.” He inva- 
ded the states of the Church, defeated the Piedmontese and the Austrians, 
and subdued all the Italian powers. Rome, the metropolis of the Chris- 
tian world, was opened to the licentiousness of the French troops, who 
turned the Temples of the saints into stables and barracks for themselves 
and horses. Nor did the Holy Father experience more tender treatment 
from his unruly children, who, in the wantonness of their career, Jed him 
captive into France, and appointed his abode at Fontainbleau. Alas! 
for Pope Pius VIJ,—the tool of an infidel and the sport of the people. 
How abject the debasement of this ‘Governor of the World.”’ this ‘‘ Most 
Holy and most Blessed Father,” this ‘Father of Princes and Kings’’— this 
‘Dominus Deusnoster Papa,’ Lord our God the Pope! ! !—Horrible blas- 
phemy; yet these are the titles this dotard and his impious predecessois 
assumed, (TO BE CONCLUDED.) 





THE ADVOCATE AT ROCKDALE. 
(Continued from page 14.) 

Having concluded our address on Sin, and tHe Gospru as the only 
specific for the complete eradication of its venom from the constitution 
of the human family, we dismissed the assembly, and notified our inten- 
tion of meeting them on the morrow morning, afternoon, and evening. 
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During our discourse on Saturday night, two individuals, who rejected 
the religion of Christ as an old wife's fable, manifested a disposition to 
disturb the meeting. One of the brethren requested them to be peace- 


- able, and to allow others to hear if they themselves were not disposed. 


They remained for a short time after, and then retired. In descending 
the stairs, however, one of them took the wrong doorand fell into the 
road from the second floor of the factory, in the upper room of which we 
had the privilege of meeting. His companion who escaped, was heard, 


- a short time afterwards, on the wharf at Philadelphia, amidst a crowd of 


people, damning Jesus Christ and Dr. Thomas, as being the cause of 


: jis nearly losing his life. 


On the ensuing first day of the week six of us met together to break 
bread in the presence of about 300 persons. This was a novel sight to 
them, who were accustomed only tosee the ‘‘ sacrament’? administered 
oncea month or four times a year, by a clergyman ; who professed, and 
was acknowledged *4 be “divinely called and sent’ to “preach the gos- 
pel” and to ‘‘ administer ordinancess,’’ which could not be touched or 


- handled by laymen without sacrilege! The people had been warned 


miag inh ge ler aden a alas ie 
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| Great King. 
; sary for us to examine, how it was attended to by those whose religious 


that we were not divinely constituted by the imposition of hands. A 
knowledge, therefore, of this state of affairs, induced us to enter upon 
an apology for the Christian Institute exhibited before them, andan ex- 
position of the religion in which it was comprehended. 

We stated that the Institution was appointed by Immanuel before his 
soul was made an offering for sin, with a view to the ostensible perpetua- 
tion of that astonishing fact ; for a definite and limited period—even until 
his appearance in the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory. 


_ That the model, after which the ordinance was observed, wae set forth 


upon that night on which he was Yetrayed. Jesus or NAzaARETH was 
the administrator, and THE TWELVE, of whom one was possessed of a de- 
mon, were the participants. Thus THe ApostLes were instructed, in a 


_ social, conversational, and familiar style, bv example as well as precept, 
_ how this institution was to be observed, when their Lord should have 


gone to glory ; and they constituted the Prime Administrators of The 


_ Kingdom of Heaven which was just at hand, and the executors and pre- 


' ceptors of the law, their Divine Master had commanded tueM to teach 
_ those who should submit to nim through their word. 


Thus qualified as the Executive of the Kingdom, they were sent forth 


_ as AmBassapors ; to persuade men to be reconciled to God ; by submit- 


ting to Him, who, though he knew no sin, had been made a sin offering 
for them ; that they might be acquitted of their rebellion against the 
We observed that in defining the institution it was neces- 


practices originated immediately from the instructions of the only di- 


' Vinely called andsent Ambassadors of Christ—Tun Arosties. Thatif 
| the practices of the primitive disciples can be discerned, by the docu- 
' ments handed down to us, we should have a more sure and certain defi- 
_ bition in fact than if we had an expressly recorded command from the 
_ Pen of the Apostles themselves : for, if the command only were register- 
) ed, and no instance of the practice or habitual obedience cited, we might 
_ ill question if the precept were ever obeyed, and whether the Apost!2s 


mselves did not consider the practice as ‘‘ non-essential,” and, there- 


F fore, winked at the omission. When we consider the previous charaq- 
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ver of their disciples we are at no loss in assigning the positive Precept 
of the Apostles as the occasion of their meeting together every First Day 
of the week tobresk bread. Before men became disciples by obeyin 

the Gospel, they were either disciples of Moses, or worshippers of Hey. 
then Deities : ie therefore, we find them after their conversion from Mo. 
ses and the Gods to the Lord Jesus Christ, eontinuing in the breaking oj 
bread, the contribution, and the prayers, we are led to the irresistibj. 
conclusion that they practised these things so different from every thing 
they had been accustomed to before, in consequence of their having been 
s0 taught by Tue ArostLes, whom Jesus commanded to teach the be. 
lievers all the things he had appointed to be observed, until he con» 
again. Definition in fact is as far more definite than definition in wors 
as the way to knowledge is shorter and more effectual by example thay 
precept. Hence the custom of Jesus, who spake as never man spake. 
and taught as never man taught,—who enforced and illustrated his doc. 
trine by examples of familiar and frequent occurrence. The clergy, 
Lowever, prefer verbal definition, hence their abstract, etherial, and y:- 
pid speculations, which annihilate ideas and render unintelligible wha’ 
before was self-evident. We will, therefore, leave them and their nie. 
taphysics to their colleges and schools; and put ourselves under tlie sim. 
— of Tue Apost.es, and their inspired associates, Mark ani 

uke. 

The latter, we continued, informs us that the disciples continued stead. 
fastly in the Apostles’ breaking of bread, or in the breaking of the loaf: 
appointed by the Apostles. The frequency with which this was done, o: 
in other words the meaning of the phrase “ continued steadfastly,” is ex- 
plained by the sacred historian in the 20th chap. of Acts, v. 7. It was 
attended to every first day of the week, when the disciples met together 
in one place, as we are now, for the worship of God through his Civine 
appointments. See also 1 Cor. xvi. 2 The reason for their attending 
to the Institution thus often, is stated by the Apostle Paul—that they 
might publish openty the death of the Lord ; and thus all true disciple: 
were to continue to do steadfastly, not during the lives of the Apostle 
only, but until the Lord should come, | Cor. xi. 26; and this publication. 
all who love our Lord in truth, will readily agree cannot be done too o- 
ten. 

Viewing the Institution in this light, how futile the objection that the 
** too frequent repetition” of the observance destroys its solemnity : asi 
any number of proclamations affected the character of the thing pro- 
claimed ; it is the manner, and not the frequency, with which a thing 's 
done destroys its solemnity. The Corinthians did this by rioting an¢ 
drunkenness, instead of discerning the Lord’s Body in whatthey did. F 
therefore, many of them were weak and sick. and like the nominal Chris F 
tians of the 19th century, a considerable number have fallen asleep. The B 
clerical sacrament and the Apostolic Institution of breaking the |os! 
are two ordinances, as different from one another, as the Apostie Ps: 
TER and his pretended succeseor and rival—Tue Pore. ‘The observance 
of the Apostolic Institution in its true intent and spirit would have kep' 
Christians awake ; but the clerical sacrament or eucharist or sacrifice 0! F- 
the mass, as the same ordinance is variably termed in the language °F 
Ashdod, which the Pope and his myrmidons and clerical satellites of a! § 
ranks and degrees to be found under “every name and denomination” 0! 
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4 professed Christians have substituted, has intoxicated the people and 
thrown them into a deep sleep: from which nothing but the thunders of 


the Almighty and the trump of God can possibly awake them. 

Having thus apologized for the Apostolic practice to which we were a- 
bout to attend as brethren—as disciples of one great teacher—we proceed- 
ed to offer a few observations, by way of exposition of the Religion of 
Christ. 

We observed, that the Scripture meaning of the phrase ‘‘ Religion,” 
was the way appointed by Jehovah, by which the breach between him 
and our rebel race might be healed or bound up.—That the Religions set 


{ up by Pope Martin Luther, Pope John Calvin, Pope Harry the VIIL., 


and other Reformation Popes or Fathers, as the word signifies, and by 
the Pope of Popes who reigns at Rome, the metropolis of the Great Em- 
pire of Spiritual Babylon,—that they were ‘‘ other” ways appointed by 
them to propitiate Jehovah ; and therefore one and all of them false and 
counterfeit. That the best executed counterfeit among them was the 
worst, because the best calculated to deceive ; therefore, we exhorted 
the people, as religious scepticism was so characteristic of the age, to 
be most sceptical of those religions that were the most plausible, the 
most specious, the most popular. That the radical error at the founda- 
tion of all religions—Mohammedan, Catholic, Greek, Protestant and 
Pagan—is, that their votaries must do something to propitiate God or to 
make him more willing than he is to be reconciled to men. Hence the 
long list of penances, pilgrimages, fastings, mourning benches, anxious 
seats, shoutings, long and frantic and vain repetitions and babblings and 
bawlings, called by human authority, prayers and praises, &c. which 
swell the pages of the popular Theological Catalogue. These, howev- 
er, find neither place nor countenance in the Book of God ; except so far 
as they are foretold and predestined to perdition by the sure word of Pro- 
phecy under the comprehensive phrase—Tue Apostacy. 

The Revieion or Curist is the only true Religion on earth. Before 
it was set up it had been 4000 years in coming to perfection. It was 
magnificent in conception, stupendous in its consummation, and sublime 
inthe ends proposed. It is the wisdom of God and the power of God 
to the salvation of believers. It was perfected in the death of spotiess 
innocence, in the place of rebellion and blood guiltiness. The idea, 
therefore, of merit on the part of the criminal is utterly excluded ;—he 
has nothing whereof to boast. The sword of justice would have been 
bathed in the blood of men had their demerit had its merit :—but merey 
— pure, unmerited, free, sovereign, spontaneous—mercy interposed, pro- 
cured a substitute—an innocent, and well beloved substitute ; and respit- 
ed cur guilty race. The decree went forth, and eighteen centuries have 
now elapsed since vengeance smote the offering, and Jesus of Nazareth, 
the Lamb without spot or blemish, slain in the Patriarchal and Jewish 
Types from the foundation of the world, poured out His Life an offering 
for sin ; and thus in his death became the Life of the World. 

Does the existence of this fact, abstractedly considered from all rela- 
tions, impart eternal Life to man? Does the popular belief of this ab- 
stract fact save even ‘‘the elect?’’ The counterfeit religions of the age 
teach their converts this; and having mingled the deadly draught, the 
present it to the lips of their votaries, who, having drank the potion, fall 
into the sleep of death. The popular credulity of an abstraction constitutes 





ik ad ~ 


~ ‘ 


om 7 =v 
- iat 
a Ete 


= 4 


3 
Cae 


rs, 
Tee fe. 


~~ 


~ 


- its ~- 
wy © poem 


it 
= 


. 
ae 
oe 


a 


Miss. sy pee a abe 
eS Se a ee a 





— * 
tne lL ED ee = 


Rie ST EE PK. 


Seedie aae * 
get ~ bed 








28 


the faith wrought in the heart by the spirit of the sects,—itis the implicit 
faith, the blind credulity, which results from the clerical denunciations 
of hell and damnation, fire and brimstone, sounded forth from the “54. 
cred desks’’ of Christendom. 

We exhibited to the citizens of Rockdale, Jesus of Nazareth, the True 
Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world, as the author, and 
the finisher of salvation when he died on the accursedtree. We set him 
forth in the capacity of a risen Saviour; who, having burst the cerements 
of his prison house, ascended into the heavens, leading captive at his 
chariot wheels, captivity and death. We proclaimed his exaltation to 
the Heaven of heavens, where, on the Throne of the Universe, he was 
constituted both Lord and Christ. There, we pointed to Hm as reign- 
ing a Prince and a Saviour—to give reformation and remission of sins. 
In proof of what was said we gave them the testimony of the Apostles 
and Prophets: and explained to them that an abstraction would save no 
man, and that the mere fact that Christ died would benefit them not one 
whit, unless they obeyed the joyful message, constructed upon that stupen- 
dous transaction. They might believe that Christ died, but did they be. 
lieve that Jesus of Nazareth was that Christ ; if they did, would they obey 
the commands He had given! This was coming to the point: believe 
AND be baptized and you shall be saved. This is the only true and narrow 
way of obtaining remission of sins, and of entering the kingdom; and he 
that adds to or detracts from this message will have his name erased 
from the book of Life, if ever it was written there. 

Hence, we continued, the Religion of Christ is divisible into faith and 
obedience ; which constituted its doctrine, constructed on the great fact 
that Christ Jesus died, was buried, and rose again according to the Scrip- 
tures. That these facts also formed the basis of the monuments of the 
religion, which its Founder had erected to commemorate his sufferings 
and triumphs in the cause of guilty man. So that when he should se 
them, he should call to mind that his crimes had pierced the Saviour 
through with many sorrows; and that the hope of a glorious resurrec- 
tion to eternal life, was brought to light by the Gospel. 

The trophies erected by Christ, were three Monumental Institutions, 
all of them commemorative of past events. The first is a Monumental 
feast, upon which is inscribed ‘Christ died and will come again.” The se- 
cond is a monumental day, whose inscription is ‘‘ Christ rose again.’’ And, 
the third is a monumental action, upon which is written “Christ died, 
was buried and rose again.”” In other words, the three institutions are 
the Breaking of the Loaf, the Lord’s Day, and Christian Immersion. 

Such was the substance of our address, which together with the break- 
ing of bread, reading the scriptures, and prayer, occupied the forenoon 
of the Lord's Day. We met again in the after parts of the day, of which 
at present we cannot speak more particularly. Epiror. 





DOCTOR BRANTLY AND REGENERATION. 


LETTER NG. II. 

Dear Brorner Brantty—I sought information at your pen, as in 
duty bound to do, for the scriptures tell me that the priests’ lips keep 
knowledge,—concerning the question—‘*‘ What is regeneration?’—I 
was in hopes my letter would have been Narrated, or that you would 
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have answered my inquity. Judging from facts, I surmise, the question 
is one upon which you fear to touch. It is true, in the Narrator of Feb. 

21, you quote some opinions, or ‘‘dogmas,” as they may be, I think, ve- 
ry correctly styled, from various learned ‘commentators’ on the pro- 
duction of regeneration by the Holy Spirit ;—are these learned opinions 
cited to silence the voice of inquiry manifesting itself among ‘‘the Laity,” 
- so called by Clergymen? If they are, is not this unworthy a liberal 
and enlightened mind—is it not beneath the intelligenee of Dr. Brantly ? 
- Remember, my good Brother, these are merely opinions, and as such just 
| go for what an opinion is worth, and that is nothing. And not only so, 
- but these “great and good men” do not agree among themselves. Dr. 
- McKnight ditfers from Dr. Whitby, and Dr. Doddridge from Mr. Joseph 
Mede. Now if this be so in one item, their agreement in all others ap- 
pertaining to this subject is no proof of the infallibility of their abstract 
spiritual regeneration in the aggregate. You will excuse my plainness, 
but your introductory remarks to these opinions deal more in affirmation 
than proof. Some of the assertions | know to be untrue; for since I 
last wrote to you (by post) I have had the happiness of attending ten 
lectures by a layman, named George Elley, of Nicholasville, Ky., at 
Bank street; and shall hear others yet from one David Burnet on the 
Christian Religion. This brother, also a layman, * is one of those, [ 
believe, against whom Brother Dan complains as having nearly produ- 
ced an explosion at Norfolk, Va. About a fortnight ago he was at Bal- 
timore, where, | am informad, in a few days he convinced some 40 per- 
sons, who made the good confession, and were immersed upon that con- 
» fession for the forgiveness of ali past sins. They went on their way re- 
joicing. determined henceforth to live a righteous, godly, and holy life 
in persevering obedience to their Lord, who had forgiven them the ten 
thousand talests, seeing they had nothing to pay.{ Having, there- 
fore, heard their side of the question I know your assertion te be untrue. 
Well, then, my dear brother, if you will not come out ecripturally on Re- 
generation, | must apply to your friend, Alexander Campbell; for this 
' must be said of him, he neverfears to publish both sides of a question, 
_ though against himself. I shall send him copies of these two letters, 
' and request him to publish them and answer them. 1! am free to con- 
| fess that the plain self taught laymen you call Campbellites, have 
_ done more to open my eyes to the comprehension of the Holy Scrip- 
tores than all the superadded special physico-spiritual observations about 
_ whigh the clergy declaim so obstreperously could have done had I lived 


‘ 


_ tothe age of Methuselah. To the law and the testimony, if we speak 


not according to these it is because the truth dwells not in us. 

Have you seen the January Harbinger? Iam told you occupy a ve- 
ry prominent position in Brother Cambell’s sketches. He says, that 
finding it impossible to refurm your people, you have set about reform- 
ng the meeting house. There is a deal of point about your friend Aleck ! 
Adieu! you shall bear again from an IWQUIRER. 

*The clergy have made the werld worse than they found it, there- 
_ fore, itis high time Laymen should take the affairs of the Kingdom into 
a se own hands and act for themselves under the direction of their great 

ead. 
| They now enjoy the assurance that their sins are forgiven them on 
- account of his naine. 


s* 


i 


preset persons 


Th 


er 


et Ay 


"EF + 
*. Se ie 


> 
a ha 


2 ’ 
eae Fee 


ere, 


~ » 
yin, 


oS apes 


Be ge NN ag ton Fag Ro ee Me, ad 


a ae ae EN ae 

















80 


After the lapse of a few weeks, the Revd. W. T. Brantly, D. p 
deigned to notice me in his article ‘““T'o Correspondents” in the follow. 
ing words :—‘‘.4n Enquirer. We have also the letter of an Enquirer. }, 
approaches us with more apparent modesty and respect ; but under his 
apparent modesty of enquiry we detect a disposition lo dictate. He ey). 
dently means to give rather than to receive opinions, and betrays , 
minal to assume the office of teacher rather than that of pupil.'’—To ths 
I rejoined as follows: 


DEARLY BELOVED BROTHER Brantty—I humbly thank you, as on: 
of the Laity is in duty bound to do, for the great condescension yo, 
have manifested in noticing my ‘‘modesty,’* which seems to have been x 
“‘apparent,” that even a reverend D. D. could not pass by it without, 

lance! Oh! the wonderful urbanity of the clergy of the 19th century’ 

nd the “respect”? too with which I approached your “‘sacred person !"— 
Ah! how you clergy love respect! But, dearly beloved brother,—if, 
indeed I may be so bold—so familiar thus to address a priest—Wwuenre |; 
THE ANSWER TO MY MODEST INQUIRY ?— Alas! alas, for the clerical sys- 
tem when its Editorsand Divine Doctors, either cannot, or are afraid to 
come forward boldly and openly before the people, and in the broad 
face of day, defend their cause. Farewell! brother Brantly—alas for 
you! Read Micah iii. 2. This, though said of the priests and pro 
phets of the house of Jacob, is equally applicable to the clergy and pro 
owed Babylon, from his holiness of Rome to the meanest of the clergy o/ 

biladelphia—the true antity pes of Micah’s hirelings. Inquirer. | 

The proces verbal of our correspondent, with respect to Baltimore, in 
his first letter is inaccurate in its detail though correct in its result. Mr. 
Findlay did not convene his flock in the manner stated ; although it is 
quite true that he has abandoned them to the incursions of the dogs, and 
wolves, and spiritual hyenas without the fold. Epitor. 





DIALOGUE ON SECTARIANISM, BETWEEN DISCIPULUS 
AND A SECTARIAN DOCTOR. 
(BY JAMES HENSHALL, BALTIMORE. ) 


Doctor. Iam happy in meeting with you this morning, and feel 
anxious to speak to you on the subject of religion. I have been inform- 
ed that Mr. N the heretick baptised you the other day. Is itso’ 

Discipulus. Yes sir, 1 have been immersed in the name of Jesus for 

the remission of my sins. J am pleased to see you so much interested in 
my welfare asto wish to correct my errors. | shall lieten, sir, with all 
attention to any objections you may make, either to my faith or prac 
tice. 
Dr. Well, this is an age of wonders! Isit possible that you serious 
ly believe you had the remiesion of sins for a ducking in the water? Why 
if 1 thought a dipping would be sufficient to wash away my sins, | 
would dip every day of my life. 

Dis. Suppose you were to think so, and dip every day, would it 
change your character? I did not go to the water because I thowhgt | 
should thereby receive the remission of my sins. Thought would bes 
poor foundation to build upon; but | went to the water because Jesus 














eT ee . P 
id OT 


31 


Christ commanded all who believe in him, and repent towards God to 
be inmmersed for the remission of sins. 

Dr. Do you think, then, we have not the liberty of thought in reli- 
gious matters? Indeed, for myself, { would do nothing unless I thought 
it was right. You must have thought it was right for you to go into 
the water, or you would not have gone. I think a few drops of water are 
as effectual as an ocean. 

Dis. 1 would do nothing I did not believe was right: but there isa 
wide difference between beliefand thought. Belief is bound by law to 
testimony, but thought has no bounds; she has brought forth all those 
clashing and discordant sounds in the religious world. The Jews thought 
that they were right when they crucified the Lord of life and glory. 
Testimony can be relied upon ; thought never. 

Dr. But sir, do you not perceive what high grounds you are assumn- 
ing when you say ‘‘you believe,” and ‘belief is bound by testimony.” 
You might just as well say you are right and every body else is wrong ; 
for if you have plain testimony for your practice, and I have only 
thought for mine, | must be laboring under a sad delusion. 

Dis. It is your own duty to see to that; and as to assuming high 
greunds, | am very far from assuming at all ; | only rely on the veracity 
of God’s word. If! build upon thought, | would be assuming indeed ; 
perhaps presuming. Does not Peter, the Apostle, command the Jews on 
the day of Pentecost to “‘repent and be baptised, every one, in the name of 
Jesus Christ, for the remission of sin?’’ Truth is truth; if I believe 
and practice the truth I am right; if | believe and practice error 1 am 
wrong—my thoughts to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Dr. Away then with freedom of discussion —with liberty of senti- 
ment —we might as well be catholics at once. If lam not to act freely 
and without restraint, I cannot act at all--why, sir, at this rate you sweep 
away at once, thousands who are in error, but who, we charitably 
eos be blessed because they honestly thought they were doing 
their duty. 

Dis. \f you would pay attention to my reasoning, you would find 
that my thoughts can have no effect upon any human being, either 
dead or alive. Thoughts are not realities, they are plantasies; they 
can neither justify nor condemn any body. If I thought the whole race 
of men would be saved, and God should cast many of them into hell, 
my thoughts would have no influence, and vice versa. It would bea cu- 
rious profession I should make, were I studiously to avoid doing any 
thing which the people generally did not do, lest 1 should condemn 
them, and yet this is the weight of your argument. 


[To BE CONTINUED.] 





* YE UNKNOWNE SPECHE.” 


We have been requested to give our readers some explanation of the 
ancient prophecy recorded in Norman English, and inserted in our first 
number, under the caption “Prophecy Fulfilled.” The extract was 
made from an English paper, in 1830, when the world was agitated by 
pe earthquakes, by a pestilence that had blasted the hopes of 60,- 

1000 of human beings; and at a time when the city of London was 
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the contested prize of four “‘City Kings’’ called Lord Mayors, and its jp. 
habitants astounded by an extraordinary fanatical imposture, familiarly 
designated as the unknown tongue. The prime actress at the period of 
its commencement in London was a Miss Carsdell, who pretended to ut- 
ter oracles, asshe happened to be moved by the Holy Ghost, and that 
too in an unknown tongue, which she herself did not understand. The 
Ghost, however, gave the interpretation after the oracle, though the 
speaker or Pythoness, could not adapt the sense verbatim to the text. 

his demented sister was one of the celebrated Mr Irving's flock, who af- 
ter three admonitions has rejected the General Assembly of the Kirk of 
Scotlani fram his communion. This Reverend Divine has patronized 
and greatly aided the oracular manifestations of the Holy Ghost in his 
church. Actors and actresses in this spiritual farce rapidly accumulated, 
until his church has become the hold of every unclean spirit and the 
cage of every hateful bird. In connexion with the tongues, miracles 
have been wrought toa great extent; which we cannot help thinking 
mest be the works of the three unclean spirits like frogs, which came out of 
the mouths of the beast, the dragon and the false prophet; and which 
John in the Apocalypse, declares are the spirits of demons working mira- 
cles. Be this as it may, we feel assured that the manifestations of our 
day, both in England and America, termed the ‘operations of the Holy 
Ghost,” are nothing less than the delusive imposture of the last times, 
set up by Satan as a counterfeit to the true “influences of the Holy Spir- 
it,” by which he seeks to deceive if possible, the very elect. The un- 
known tongue and miracles in Britain are only the counterpart to the 
shoutings, bawlings, babblings and revivals of the sects in the new 
world. Well may their advocates term them the operations of the Hely 
Ghost, for sure we are, they have nothing to do with the Holy Spirit 
spoken of in the scriptures of truth. Their Spirit is a Ghost christen- 
ed Holy by the god of the sects,—a mere shade, a satanic phantom! A 
mock spirit, demoniacally constituted the rival of the Holy Spirit of 
Trath. But the Holy Spirit into whose name we have been immersed, 
and who resides in the true believers, has been sent by the Son of God to 
comfort, not to agonize, to speak of Christ, not of himself, to guide us 
into all the truth, not into error, to dwell in us, net inthe world, who can- 
not receive him, and to glorify Jesus by testifying of him to the praise 
and glory of God the Father. 

Mr. Irving has been excised from the ecclesiastical body uader whose 
patronage he first came out. He was also the associate of the celebra- 
ted Dr. Chalmers, but whether he has discountenanced his fanatical c- 
adjutor we are unable to say. Mr. Irving, Miss Carsdell, and the Court 
of Aldermen, are as notorious in Britain as the Belgic question, the 
Cholera, the Allied Congress, and the London Conference of Plenipoten- 
tiaries are throughout the civilized world. Thus much by way of the 
explanation soughtfor. Welay the following before our readers with- 
out further comment, extracted from an English paper. Epiroa. 


THE G!FT OF TONGUES. 


On Sunday last Mr. Irving's chapel was crowded, but the “ gifted’’ 
were silent, if we except an unmeaning yell which twice disturbed the 
congregation. Mr. Irving, we are sorry, but aot surprised, to learn, de- 
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fended the miracle-mongers in terms which showed him a party to the im- 
posture. He quoteda passage fromthe prophet Joel, which our readers 
will remember St. Peter also quotes in the second chapter of the Acts of the 
Apostles. Mr. Irving says, the visions, dreams, and prophesying fore- 
told by the prophet to distinguish the last days, are not now of daily oc- 
currence, and, therefore, the prophecy is unfulfilled. St. Peter, howev- 
er, argued that they (the apostles) on whom the ends of the world were 
come, fulfilled the prophecy, and appealed to the miracle of the day of 
Pentecost in proof. It would be impious to say more. Mr. Irving’sig- 
norance of the passage he quotes does indeed surprise us. On Monday 
and Tuesday mornings (we suppose every morning) the chapel was 
crowded, and the inspired were wrought on as early, we understand, as 
6 o'clock. For the following specimen we are obliged to the Herald :— 
Inthe course of the morning Miss Carsden, or Carsdell, raised her voice— 
“ Coartoma ruramur pooah chamdele mentara tsaw.”” We add part of the 
interpretation :—‘* You need it—you need it ; you need the word of the 
Lord to comfort you ; for it isa time of perplexity. He is about to rise, 
and he shall speak terribly to the nations—He shall! arise—He shall arise— 
He shall do his strange work. The wicked shall not always prosper. 
Rejoice! rejoice! for he cometh—your King cometh. Fear, ye that can- 
not bear the eye of your Gop! Be not deceived—be not deceived. It 
is the Hoty One that is coming? He cannot abide iniquity—He 
stretches out his hand,’’ &c. The whole of this was forcibly delivered, 
particularly the words which we have marked by italics, which were 
given with great power, vehemence, and even dignity, and with electri- 
cal effect upon the auditors. Miss Hall then addressed the congregation, 
with an effect little inferior to that which was produced by Miss Carsdell. 
In her interpretation this lady exclaimed, ‘‘Oh, refuse not—refuse not 
to listen to His voice! O beware, ye mockers, beware of despising the 
work of the Lord! O return unto the Lord! He will have mercy upon 
you !’—We repeat the warning of the spirit—‘‘Beware, oh ye mockers !”’} 





CORINTH, 


Is that beautiful peninsula of Greece, now called the Morea, but for- 
merly named Peloponessus. It is about 170 miles long, 100 broad, and 
600 in circumference, going round the bays. Corinth stood near the 
southwest part of the isthmus, on a steep bank. The adjacent sea was 
called the bay of Corinth ; it is now named the gulph of Lepanto. This 
populous city, free and rich, was destroyed by the Romans, lest it should 
be a mean of checking their insatiable lust of dominion; and with it ex- 
pired the liberties of Greece. Mummius put all the men in the city to 
the sword, sold the women and children for slaves, plundered the city of 
its incomparable statues, exquisite paintings, and most valuable effects, 
and then setting fire to it, reduced the place to ashes ; and all this by an 
unenlightened genius who knew nota picture from a daubing, and for no 
other reason except that the strength and situation of the place might one 
day encourage the Achmans to rebel. This was about 145 years before 
Christ. Julius Cawsar rebuilt it: a colony was settled there, and in the 
time of Paul the whole country was a Roman province. 

Corinth was distinguished from other cities by its lasciviousness. 
Strabo says a thousand prostitutes were maintained in the temple of 
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Venus. When the citizens petitioned the goddess to grant any particy- 
lar requests, they promised, on condition the favors wete granted, tp 
consecrate a number of girls to her service. The history of Lais is we) 
known, and with such courtezans the city abounded as well as the 
temple. 

In the year 52 Paul went to this city. The Emperor Claudius had 
lately banished the Jews from Rome. Christians were then confounded 
with Jews, and Aquila, a Jew, who had resided at Rome, had quitted the 
city, and settled at Corinth. He was a tent maker, and Paul, who was 
of the same craft, lodged and worked with him. The Jews used in gen- 
eral to support their wise men, but it was a prudent maxim of parents to 
teach their children some trade, and there are many instances of Rab. 
bies, who in adverse times wholly supported themselves by labor, and 
many more of tradesmen, who taught in the synagogues, and were deno- 
minated Rabbies. Among the Jews sacrificing was annexed to priest. 
hood : but giving instruction was open to all; and hence it was thatat 
Corinth Paul attended on Sabbath days at the synagogue, and reasoned 
in it every Sabbath day, and persuaded both Jews and Greeks, without 
giving any offence on account of his occupation. 

Sometime after Paul had resided at Corinth, Silas and Timothy came 
there; Paul had hitherto treated on the subject of a Messiah gently, 
perhaps by inquiry, in compassion to the prvjudices of the Jews ; but 
now he felt himself animated to speak explicitly, and to identify the 
person, by declaring Jesus was the Christ. The Jews were exasperated 
and blasphemed. Paul then shook his raiment, declared himself clean 
from their blood, and departing from the Synagogue entered the house 
ofone Justus. Having thus dissented, he was joined by Crispus the 
Ruler of the synagogue, and by all his family ; by Gaius, at whose house 
he went to reside ; by Stephanus and his family, and by many native 
Corinthians, who, hearing, believed, and were immersed ; Paul himself 
immersed Crispus, Gaius, and the family of Stephanus It is said that the 
family of Stephanus addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints, 
that is, they undertook the diaconate or deacon’s office. Thus Paul, 
instead of being sent to sojourn among unbelievers, boarded with Gaius, 
and taught in the house of Justus near the synagogue, and the family of 
Stephanus took care of the poor and the sick, distributed the charities 
or love-gifts of the disciples, assisted at immersions, lodged Christian 
strangers, and discharged all deaconal duties. Here Paul continued about 
two years, and assembled a large congregation, for the Lord had much 
people in the city of Corinth. Nothing can be inferred from the baptism 
(immersion) of Christian families in favor of ‘infant baptism’’ (sprink- 
ling.) Only two households are mentioned, and only one is said to be 
baptized (immersed ;) that one is said to addict themselves to the minis- 
try of the saints. Let the ministry mean what it may, it signifies some- 
thing of which infants were incapable. If such reasoning could be admit- 
ted, the argument at Corinth would stand thus. Crispus believed with 
all his house. Pau! baptized Crispus, but he did not baptize his house- 
hold. He says, 1 thank God I baptized none of you save Crispus. Paul 
did baptize the household of Stephanus ; and he baptized the infant chil- 
dren of Stephanus ; that is, in one family he baptized infants who did not 
believe, and in another, and that the family of the Ruler, he did not 
baptize the young people and servants, who did believe. Who does not 
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rceive that such expositions are mere quibbles, extracted by torture? 
Luke says the Corinthians heard, believed, and were baptised. Paul 
says, fur his part he baptized Crispus, Gaius, and the family of Stephanus, 
which family were the first fruits of Achaia, and officiated in the dea- 
conate. Epenetus was most likely the first person converted of this 
family, about four years after he lived at Rome. An Uiko-baptist bap- 
tzes a family : an Oikonomist provides food for them: is there any more 
reason for atfixing the ideas of infants to the first term than to the last: 
and hath every household steward necessarily the care of infants? If 
not, what is this argument good for? {tis merely verbal at best ; and on 
examination not that: yet on this floating ground some place infant- 
baptism ! 

‘About three years after the departure of Paul from Corinth, the Church 
had fallen into many disorders, and he wrote two epistles to correct 
them : one from Ephesus in the close of the year 57, and the other from 
some part of Greece in 58. The Corinthian Church was very large, the 
members were not inferior to any in spiritual gifts, but through the in- 
fluence of some false Apostle, a deceitf.! worker, and it should seem, a 
Jew, who in the absence of Paul had insinuated himself into their favour, 
they had divided into factions, fallen into some gross immoralities, and 
carried some of their disputes before heathen magistrates. The false 
apostie had been the cause of all these irregularities, and he had done 
every thing in his power to discredit Paul. He had a violent party in 
the church: but some had defended Paul, and they wrote to request his 
advice. His first epistle is an answer to their letter. 

Paul's two letters afford abundance of information on various subjects, 
one of which is the worship of the Corinthian Church. The spiritual 
gifis or miraculous powers of this church may be considered as compre- 
hended in seven. 

I. The highest is called the word of wisdom ; that is, the whole scheme 
of the Gospel doctrine. This was peculiar tu'the Apostles, and they re- 
ceived it by revelation. 

il. The second was the word of knowledge ; that is, a full and clear 
comprehension of the scope and design of the law and the prophets, and 
a thorough understanding of the confirmation which the Old Testament 
gave to Christianity. They who had this gift were called prophets. 

III. The third was faith ; that is, a steadfast belief, and firm persuasion 
of performing what they were going about. As this gift is ascribed to 
teachers, it implies a full assurance of their teaching agreeably to what 
they learned of the Apostles. » 

IV. The fourth was the power of healing disease. 

V. The fifth was the power of working miracles ; as conferring spiritual 
gifts on others by laying on hands, and raising the dead. 

VI. The sixth is prophecy ; which Paul defines to be a speaking unto 
men for edification, and exhortation, and comfort ; that is, by foretelling 
future events, or by delivering by inspiration some doctrine, direction, or 
exhortation, or by praying or singing by inspiration. In this gift are 
sometimes included discerning of spirits, and interpretations of tongues, 
which answer to helps, governments, speakers of tongues. 

VII. The seventh is the gift of tongues ; that is, an ability to speak 
many languages, or an ability to interpret what had been spoken in a 
foreiga or dead language into the native Janguage of the hearere. 
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It is next to be observed that many of the primitive Christians wer, 

very illiterate persons ; that many churches were chiefly collected frm, 

the idolatrous Gentiles, who had been extremely depraved ; ang 
that ecans extraordinary gifts were necessary. Without these it woujg 
have required ages to plant as many Churches as Paul planted and se. 
tled in twenty years. 

It was by the exercises of these spiritual gifts, under the direction 
of a president, that public worship was carried on. The scriptures 
were read, most likely the Old Testament, but certainly the New, as 
soon as it was written. Discourses were addressed by one ata time to 
the rest of the assembly, by apostles, prophets, evangelists, teachers, 
men in public congregations of both sexes, and women in assemblies of 

their own sex; the discourses were instructive, exhortatory, tending to 
comfort, reproof, and soon. The men were allowed to propose ques. 
tions, as in the synagogues: but Paul disallowed of this in women. , |p 
case of great offences, censure was pronounced in public. There was 
no coercion : but a public censure of any individual was understood to 
signify, that the whole church disapproved of such practices as they cen. 
sured, disowned any approbation of the conduct of the offender, and 
would notin future hold any communion with him. Another part of 
public worship was breaking the loaf and drinking wine. There js 
no instance on record, either in sacred or profane history, of the primi- 
tive churches ever meeting together on the first day of the week for 
public worship, and omitting to attend to this institution. Nor is there 
any case recorded of their baptising persons in the church, when they 
were assembled for public worship. Prayer was a very considerable 
art of public worship. Some prayed by inspiration; others without it. 

hey offered up first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions and 
thanksgivings for all men, for kings, and for all that were in authority, 
that they might lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and hones- 
ty. At the conclusion of a prayer the assembly aloud pronounced Amen. 
One part of public worship was singing the praises of God in psalms, 
hymns and spiritual songs. The day of worship was the first day of the 
week, and the putting some part of the savings or earnings of the pre- 


ceding week into the treasury of the society for the necessary expenses | 


was one part of theservice. As to the place, it was sometimes the private 
house of a Christian, but it seems highly probable that in general the 
Christians, after the examples of the Jews, hired large private houses, in, 
which they lodged and entertained strangers, and relieved the sick and 
the poor, the living in which they gave the deacons and deaconesses, and 
with this difference fromthe Jews, the Jews had synagogues to which 
such houses were appendages, Christians had no other but these, ard 


they held their public assemblies in them. These were called the Church's 
houses.—-Rosinson’s Hist. Bar. p. 606. 





RIGHT REVEREND ARROGANCE. 


The barefaced presumption, and priestly ambition, developed in tle 
subjoined extract from the Baltimore American of the 10th May, 1834, 
almost surpasses the knowledge of the-nineteen:n century. Had we not 
before us tesitmony of the fact, and did not daily experience assure us 
of its truth, we should be skeptical whether there existed in these United 
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States, from the Lakes tothe Gulph of Mexico, or from the Atlantic 
' tothe Rocky Mountains, a class of men—of fallible peccable men—ever 
- and anon trumpeting their own ‘‘ deep humility ’’—calling themselves Pro- 
testers against Roman Catholic usurpation, that would dare in the face of 
| scripture and common sense, to avow, much less maintain, such un- 
warrantable positions as these. One knows not which to be astonished 
at most, the palpable ignorance of the Holy Scriptures and the Religion 
_ of Christ, or the insufferable conceit displayed by these ecclesiastical] 
doctors in the document before us. They are truly Apostles, Ambassa- 
dors, Pastors and Ministers ;—functionaries, however, not of the King- 
dom of Christ ; for the statutes of his empire acknowledge such only as 
he has constituted, either immediately by his own mouth, or mediately 
> by the hands of his own cabinet ministers ;—nevertheless we grant they 
are a ‘Gospel Ministry’’—of a ‘‘Dispensation” truly ‘merican,” “of 
which the like was never witnessed in any other portion of the Globe”—no, 
_ not’ even in Judea itself! They are the preachers of a gospel of a 
Christ, and, therefore, the ministry of ‘“‘another Gospel’—‘‘deceitful work- 
men, transforming themselves into”? (successors of the) ‘‘ Apostles of Christ. 
Ind no wonder ; for Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. 
Therefore it is no great wonder tf his ministers also transform themselves as 
ministers of righteousness: WHOSE END SHALL BE ACCORDING TO THEIR 
worgs.’’—2 Cor. xi. 13. 14. 15. They are the counterfeit of the true 
apostolic ministry of the reconciliation; who creep into houses, and 
lead captive silly women, laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, 
ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.” — 
2.Tim, iii..6.7. Their folly, however, is manifested to all men; there- 
foré from such let all truth seekers turn away. 

A prayer, it appears, and no doubt a well worded, and eloquent one, 
. full of ‘‘deep feeling,”. long, and vain repetitions—was offered to the 
patron of the General Assembly’s Board of Education by a Rev. Dr. 
and an anthem to his praise was sung «“‘in fine style’’ by a proxy choir. 
This was truly apostolical!'—There stands Dr. Peter and his Reverend 
associates before a “‘highly respectable audience’’ of gentlemen, citizens 
ofJerusalem. The Rev. Dr. John the Divine in the Chair. After 
a prayer by a Rev. Apostle, a Jewish choir, hired for the occasion, sung 
a° Mosaic anthem in fine style; after which they proceeded to bu- 
siness!'—The Rev. Dr. Simon Peter, said, he would remark upon what 
he called the Gospel Dispensation, a dispensation of which the like was 
never witnessed in any portion of the Globe, inducing men, by apostolic 
and prophetic testimony, to obey the gospel of Christ. His remarks 
were listened to with deep attention, and while he was yet speaking his 
hearers called out, Men and brethren what shall wedo? He told them, 
and as many as received his word gladly, were baptised :—but another an- 
them being sung “‘in fine style’ by proxy; the auditorsof the Rey. 
Doctors of the Brick Church in Beekman street, New York, ‘dispersed 
at 104 o'clock, much gratified and entertained ! !"—How different the 
resnit of the two meetings ! 

The secret is plainly told—and clerical ambition is fully revealed in 
the resolution, thatthe aspirants to the ‘‘sacred office ought to take the 
lead of all other classes.".—Wherefore? we enquire. If it isn 
that the clergy should be so intellectually and morally qualified to ena- 
ble them to expound the scriptures, is it not also needful, that the priest’s 
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laymen should be as highly educated to comprehend their speculati;, 
expositions?—‘“God alone can make his ministers,” says a Rev. D.o. 
tor; this isatruism. [lis ministers or servauts were the Apostles, con. 
stituted by the audible commission of his eon Jesus; but in the sense of 
Dr. Philips, we reply, that God makes men, and Satan transforms them 
jnto ministers or clergy to do his work. This Rev. Divine declares they 
‘ought not to be confounded with the main body of believers.’’—Fear not 
right reverend sir, the blind may guide the blind, and though both may 
fall into the ditch together, you leaders of the people will be held re. 
sponsible. You will not be confounded ; therefore, comfort one another 
with these words. 

We cannot but sympathise with the gullibility of Samuel A. Foote. 
Esq. of N. Y¥.; tothink that he should submit to be made such a nose 
of wax by the clergy. It wasan artful arrangement, worthy a society 
of priests, to appoint a Jayman to exhort the laity to come forward and 
assist to the utmost extent of their means, the Clergy in THEIR good 
work. And, how be could in the face of history, and every man’s ex. 
perience move that ‘‘the ministry’? was one of the most eflicient instru- 
ments in establishing and sustaining an united and peacefal ‘church on 
earth,’ we are utterly at a loss to conceive. ‘The fact is notorious, 
that all the divisions and distractions of Christendom, both ecclesiastica| 
and political for the most part, lie at the clergy’s door. It is they that 
have divided the world, and almost extinguished the life of Christ, even 
in the true believers. It is to them, that is to be attributed the apathy, 
lukewarmness, and masked infidelity of professed religionists. The cler- 
gy have incorporated themselves with the seed of men, so far ag to rear 
establishments for religious mendicants at the expense of the wealth and 
liberty of mankind. Many pauper gentlemen, the sons of ‘‘aged minis- 
ters” are on the alert to receive the eleemosynary aid of clerical societies, 
and having obtained a beneficiary education, they are ready to bring the 
timid layman “‘to a focus” by their sophisms ; and to quash the risings 
of free inquiry by the ipse dixit of their pretended calling. 

We add no more. The document is before our readers. Let them 

ruse it, and judge forthemselves. It will no doubt gratify their cusi- 
osity to the full. —- Epiror. 


THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S BOARD 
OF EDUCATION, 

Was held last evening in the Brick Church, Beekman street—The audi- 

ence was highly respectable and nearly filled the lower part of the house 

— Moses Allen, Esq. in the chair. 

After a prayer by the Rev. Dr. Spring, and an anthem sung in fine 
slyle by the Choir, the Corresponding Secretary, the Rev. John Brecken- 
ridge, made a statement to the meeting of the objects and means of the 
society—A formal report, he said, was not usually submitted—nor was 
it necessary, as he took it for granted that every one came there more 
or less prepared with information on the subject—It was now three years 
since the reorganization of the society, when they began with $100 ; 
now, they spent above $38,000; and the number of students under their 
care for the ministry were 5783—He would remark upon what he called 
the American Dispensction, a dispensation of which the like was never wilness- 
ed in any other wpe of the Globe, disposing the youth of this country to 
oome forward and offer themselves to preach the gospel of Christ. Mr. 
B’s. remarks were listened to with deep attention throughout. 
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The Rev. Dr. Philips then rose and offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That in view of the work to be perfected by the Gospel 
Ministry, the candidates for the sacred office ought to take the lead of all 
other classes of students in their intellectual as well as their mora! qualifications. 

The Kev. gentleman supported t'e resolution at length. The minis- 
try was the greatest gift of God—and its members ought not nor cannot be 


 gonfounded with the main body of Believers. ‘They had ditferent designa- 


tions indicating the peculiarity of their office. They were sent from God 
—and were “lmbassadors—they were entrusted with a flock and were Pastors 
—they were servants of God and were Ministers. ‘The Dr. then went on 
with much felicity, to show the high nature of the duties which the pecu- 
liar character of thisage entailed upon ministers. Learning and educa- 
tion were deeply necessary. It was urged that the Apostles lad not 
such. They had. They acquired their theology from the purest fountain 
of Truth—they had their instructions from those lips which breathed the 
inspired doctrines of the Gospel—and, above all, they were personally 
endowed with the inspiration of God. Asour young men have not that 
qualification, we must give them that knowledge which will enable them 
to expound the scriptures with all the acquired lights of human know- 
ledge. Let me not be misunderstood—The church cannot; ministers’ 
Education Boards cannot make ministers. God alone can make his minis- 
ters—but it is their duty, their solemn and imperative duty to guard 


against the awful possibility of an improper person being brought inte 
the sacred office. 


The resulution was seconded by the Rev. Dr. Tucker of Troy. 

The Rey. Mr. Cyrus Mason, of New York, offered the following: 

Resolved, That in the view of the work to be performed by ministers 
of the Gospel, the candidates for the sacred office ought to take the lead 
of all other classes of students in their intellectualas well as their moral 
qualifications. 

Mr. M. advocated the resolution ina speech of great length and much 
ability. The high advantages of intellectual cultivation in a minister— 
the great importance of it upon tlie community—the disadvantages under 
which the poor student of theology labored, and the little hope of earthly 
reward which his prospects held furth—were all enlarged upon in a lucid 


_ and masterly manner, which we regret from its great length, we cannot 


sketch here in detail. ‘The resolution was seconded by Professor Howe, 
of South Carolina. 

Samuel A. Foote, Esq. of New York, then addressed the meeting. He 
spoke at considerable length, and with much feeling, on the importance 
ofthe cause, and the imperative duty there existed for the laity to come 
forward and assist to the utmost extent of their means, THE CLERGY IN THEIR 
600D wokk. In conclusion, Mr. F. offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a well educated ministry is one of the most efficient instru- 
ments of our Heavenly Father, to establish and sustain an united and peace- 
ful church on earth. 

This resolution was seconded by the Rev. Dr. Hillyer of Orange, N. J. 

The Rev. Mr. Plummer of Virginia, offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That this Board recognize with increasing force, the obliga- 
ions resting upon the church at large, her views, desires, prayers and 
efforts, until every tribe of earth shall have an intelligent, pious and efficient 
ministry. 


The Rev. gentleman said he had many good reasons for offering it- one 
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was, the wants of the world this year were better known than they were I: 
Twelve months ago it was doubted whether a missionary would be allow. 
ed in China. Now Bibles had penetrated three hundred miles into the 
interior. We must enlarge our sphere. We want not means, but mep. 
He knew one aged minister in North Carolina, who had only two hun. 
dred dollars a year tosupport a large family. He would supply may 
sons to the work, and he knew another instance—and there were many 
more—they must go ahead. He heard of an education society, who |a) 
quiet six months, because they could not find any one to educate. They 
must not be like them. 

The resolution was seconded by the Rev. Dr. Rowland, late of Nort}. 
Carolina, but now of this city. In doing this, he said he would just mes. 
tion that in the southern country there 1s a wide and deep feeling in faror 
of educating young men for the ministry, and under the auspices of this society 

An anthem was then sung by the choir, and the meeting dispersed a 
half past ten o'clock, much gratified and entertained — the benediction hias- 
ing been pronounced by Rey. Mr. Johnson. 





FOR A GREEK WORD A GREEK ACTION. 

Whether John baptized by pouring on water, or by bathing in water, i: 
to be determined chiefly, though not wholly, by ascertaining the preci 
meaning ofthe word baptize. A linzuist determines himself by his 
own knowledge of the Greek language, and an illiterate man by the bes: 
evidence he can obtain from the testimony of others, whom by his cond: 
tion le isobliged to trust. ‘To the unlearned it is sufficient to observe, tha! 
the word is confessedly Greek, that native Greeks must understand the: 
own language better than foreigners, and that they have always under 
stood the word baptism to signify dipping ; and therefore, from their firs: 
embracing Christianity to this day they have always baptized, and do yet 
baptize, by immersion. ‘This is an authority for the meaning of the wor 
baptize infinitely preferable to that of European lexicographers ; so thats 
man who is obliged to trust human testimony, and who baptizes by im- 
mersion, because the Greeks do, understand a Greek word exactly as the 
Greeks themselves understand it; and in this case the Greeks are unex: & 
ceptionable guides, and their practice is, in this instance, safe ground oi 
action. Rosinson’s Hist. or Bart 

BAFTISM TRANSLATED BY MOHAMMED. 

The Syrians, Armenians, Persians, and all Eastern Christians, have un- 
derstood the Greek word Baptism to signify dipping ; hence they always ac: 
minister baptism by immersion; but the Kev. Doctur Mohammed in his Al: 
koran has most fully translated the original word. He calls baptism Sebga- 
tallah, that is divine dying, or the tinging of Gud, from sebgah, dying, and 
Allah, God. Herbert says, Mohammed used this compound term for 
baptism, because in his time, A. D. 630, Christians administered baptism 
as dyer’s tinge, by immersion, and not as now (in the West) by aspersion. 
Mohammed was a Quaker, in so far that he set aside baptism entirely; 
—he was a popular Christian on the other hand, for, on being asked whiy 
he laid aside baptism, he said, “ because the true divine tinct, which is 
true baptism, is fail and grace, which God bestows on true believers." — 
Singular coincidence! The reverend Doctors of this age are more indeb- 
ted to Professor Mohammed, “‘ the distinguished Clergyman” of the seventh 
century, than théy are aware. 


























